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THE  BANQUET  AND  THE  DEDICATION 

THE  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  and  Archives  Building  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission  was  dedi- 
cated Wednesday  evening,  October  13,  1965,  with  the  ceremony 
befitting  and  in  an  atmosphere  of  elegance  appropriate  to  a major 
State  occasion. 

For  the  approximately  760  guests  who  attended  at  the  invitation  of 
Governor  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Scranton,  this  was  a truly  memorable 
evening.  The  magnificence  of  the  building’s  appointments,  the  prom- 
inence and  stature  of  the  guests-of-honor,  the  stirring  tributes  to  the 
Quaker  Founder  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  mantle  of  idealism 
which  was  drawn  about  the  works  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commission  all  seemed  to  demand  of  those  present  a renewed 
dedication  to  a great  enterprise. 

Besides  the  eminent  public  figures,  including  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Scranton,  and  other  guests-of-honor,  there  were  present  administrator- 
and  scholar-members  of  the  American  Association  for  State  and  Local 
History,  and  members  from  throughout  the  State  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Historical  Societies.  Both  organizations  were  holding 
their  annual  meetings  in  Harrisburg  in  conjunction  with  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  Museum  and  Archives  Building. 

A special  guest-of-honor  was  Miss  Rosalind  Esme  Pole  Stuart,  of 
Folkestone,  England,  the  de  jure  Proprietary  of  Pennsylvania  and  a 
direct  descendant  of  William  Penn.  Her  charm  and  modesty  delighted 
the  guests  and  made  her  presence  a highlight  of  the  evening.  She  had 
flown  from  England  to  attend  the  dedication.  Representing  Her 
Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and  Sir  Patrick  Dean,  the  British  Ambas- 
sador, was  the  Honorable  Terence  Grady,  Her  Majesty’s  Consul  in 
Philadelphia. 

In  attendance  also  were  four  former  governors  of  Pennsylvania, 
Arthur  H.  James,  Edward  Martin,  James  H.  Duff,  and  David  L. 
Lawrence. 

The  banquet,  which  preceded  the  dedication,  was  served  in  the  main 
floor  exhibit  area  of  the  museum.  It  began  with  a thanksgiving  by 
Richmond  P.  Miller,  Chairman  of  the  Friends  William  Penn  Com- 
mittee, Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 
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The  dedication  banquet  in  the  Museum.  Chairman  James  B.  Stevenson  of 
the  Commission  introduces  the  guests. 


Governor  Scranton,  center,  joins  four  former  governors  at  the  banquet 
and  dedication.  Standing  are  Edward  Martin  (1943-1947),  left,  and  David  L. 
Lawrence  (1959-1963),  right.  Seated  are  James  H.  Duff  (1947-1951),  left, 
and  Arthur  H.  James  (1939-1943),  right. 
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The  Menu 


Fresh  Fruit  Cup  Supreme 


Cream  of  Celery  Soup 


Celery  Olives  Radishes 


Roast  Breast  of  Chicken  on  Virginia  Ham 
Garnished  with  Sugared  Grapes 


Au  Gratin  Potatoes  Peas  and  Mushrooms 


Lettuce  and  Tomato  Salad 


Crescent  Rolls  Salt  Sticks  Butter 


Ice  Cream  Fruit  Molds  Petits  Fours 


Wafer  Mints  and  Assorted  Mixed  Nuts 


Coffee 


S 


Dr.  Rosalind  Esme  Pole  Stuart,  descendant  of  William  Penn,  responds  to 
introduction.  From  left  to  right,  Charles  Biddle,  Hon.  Terence  Grady,  Miss 
Stuart,  Gov.  David  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Edwin  Greene,  Mrs.  Henry  Brown,  and 
Chairman  Stevenson. 

At  the  conclusion  ol  the  banquet  the  distinguished  guests  were 
introduced  by  the  Honorable  James  B.  Stevenson,  Chairman  of  the 
Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  and  master  of  ceremonies.  In 
addition  to  those  previously  mentioned,  Chairman  Stevenson  intro- 
duced Samuel  C.  Slaymaker,  President  Emeritus  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Historical  Societies,  and  Mrs.  Slaymaker;  Mrs.  S.  K. 
Stevens,  wife  ol  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission;  Mrs.  James  B.  Stevenson;  Dr.  Henry  Brown,  President  of 
the  American  Association  for  State  and  Local  History,  and  Mrs. 
Brown;  Mr.  Edwin  Greene,  architect  for  the  William  Penn  Memorial 
Museum  and  Archives  Building  and  head  of  the  firm  of  Lawrie  and 
Greene,  and  Mrs.  Greene;  Mr.  Charles  Biddle,  former  Chairman  of  the 
Pennsvlvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission;  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Mel- 
vin, widow  of  a former  Chairman  of  the  Commission;  Mr.  Edwin 
Glover,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Socie- 
ties; Miss  Janet  de  Coux,  sculptress  of  the  William  Penn  statue  in 
Memorial  Hall;  Vincent  Maragliotti,  artist  of  the  mural  "The  Vision 
of  William  Penn"  in  Memorial  Hall;  and  the  Honorable  A.  J.  Caruso, 
Executive  Director  of  the  General  State  Authority,  which  was  respon- 
sible for  the  financing  and  construction  of  the  William  Penn  Memorial 
Museum  and  Archives  Building. 
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Chairman  Stevenson  then  introduced  Dr.  Roy  F.  Nichols,  Vice- 
Provost  and  Dean,  the  University  ol  Pennsylvania,  a former  member 
of  the  Commission,  who  delivered  the  banquet  address.  Dr.  Nichols 
described  the  fifty-year  history  of  the  Commission  and  its  predecessors, 
the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission,  the  State  Museum,  and  the 
State  Archives.  He  seasoned  his  narrative  with  good  fun  and  plenty 
of  humor,  the  only  way  really  that  the  vicissitudes  of  historical  pres- 
ervation could  be  properly  dealt  with.* 

At  the  banquet’s  conclusion  the  Governor’s  party,  joined  by  the 
members  of  the  Commission  and  its  staff,  and  followed  by  other  guests, 
proceeded  to  the  Memorial  Hall  for  the  ceremonies  of  dedication.  Some 
remained  at  the  banquet  tables  in  the  exhibit  area  to  see  and  hear  the 
proceedings  on  closed-circuit  television. 

While  guests  assembled  for  the  ceremonies,  a forty-piece  ensemble  of 
the  Harrisburg  Symphony  Orchestra,  under  the  direction  of  the  Or- 
chestra’s Conductor,  Edwin  McArthur,  played  from  the  “Water  Music” 
by  Handel. 

* Dr.  Nichols’  address  was  based  on  his  The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission:  A History,  now  being  published  by  the  Commission. 


Dr.  Roy  F.  Nichols  delivers  the  address  at  the  banquet.  On  his  right  are 
Mrs.  Frank  W.  Melvin  and  Governor  William  W.  Scranton,  and  to  his  left, 
Edwin  Glover  (partly  hidden)  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens. 
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A view  of  the  assembly  in  Memorial  Hall  listening  to  the  dedicatory  address 
of  Governor  Scranton. 


6 


The  Ceremony  of  Dedication 

The  dedication  ceremony  began  with  a presentation  of  roses  to  Mis. 
Scranton  and  to  Miss  Stuart,  d hen  . . . 

Chairman  Stevenson:  Good  evening,  ladies  and  gentlemen.  I his  is 
a great  day  for  Harrisburg  and  a great  day  lor  Pennsylvania.  All  of 
you  will  agree  when  you  tour  this  building,  which  we  invite  you  and 
urge  you  to  do  at  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony,  that  this  is  indeed 

the  finest  state  museum  in  the  country. 

And  now  1 give  you  the  man  through  whose  vision  and  perseverance 
and  eternal  drive  this  building  came  to  be  built,  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens, 
Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission. 
Dr.  Stevens. 

Dr.  Stevens:  Governor  and  Mrs.  Scranton,  Chairman  Stevenson,  this 
is  indeed  a very  significant  occasion. 

I have  an  extremely  resourceful  staff  and  I would  be  remiss  it  I did 
not  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  them  for  the  wonderful  job 
they  have  done  in  the  arrangements  for  this  affair. 

It  is  my  very  real  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  at  this  time  the 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  William  W.  Scranton. 

Governor  Scranton:  Mr.  Stevenson  and  the  members  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  Dr.  Stevens  and  the  staff 
of  the  Commission,  former  Governors,  Dr.  Stuart,  distinguished  guests, 
and  all  the  people  of  Pennsylvania:  For  some  time  I have  looked  for- 
ward to  this  evening  as  all  of  you  have  also.  It  seems  that  there  ve 
been  a lot  of  suggestions  about  some  interferences  that  I might  make 
with  regard  to  the  program  tonight  and  the  efforts  of  the  Historical 
Commission  to  do  what  I think  is  an  outstanding  job  of  dedicating 
this  magnificent  building.  I have  refrained  from  such  interferences 
because  I felt  strongly  that  this  Commission  was  well  able  to  take  care 
of  this  superb  occasion.  But  now  I am  going  to  exercise  that  pre- 
rogative because  I feel  very  strongly,  as  I am  sure  all  Pennsylvanians 
do,  that  we  should  hear  this  evening  from  a gentleman  who  was  as 
much  responsible  for  this  magnificent  building  as  any  one  person,  and 
under  whose  administration  it  was  started  and  almost  totally  built. 
I would  like  to  introduce  to  you  the  Honorable  David  L.  Lawrence. 

Governor  Lawrence:  Thank  you  very  much.  Governor  Scranton,  my 
predecessors,  distinguished  guests,  and  friends:  It  is  a great  privilege 
to  be  here  tonight.  I know  you  all  feel  as  I do  that  this  is  a night  that 
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will  be  long  remembered  in  Pennsylvania,  that  it  is  a night  that  was 
too  long  in  coming.  Pennsylvanians,  and  Americans  generally,  1 have 
felt  for  a long,  long  time,  have  been  very  remiss  in  marking  historically- 
sacred  places  in  the  fashion  that  they  should,  and  in  building  memorials 
to  men  like  William  Penn  and  others  throughout  the  country.  But, 
fortunately,  here  in  Pennsylvania,  under  the  very  able  leadership  of 
the  Historical  and  Museum  (commission,  we  have  moved  ahead. 

A-,  a young  fellow  down  in  Pittsburgh,  1 was  raised  within  the 
shadow  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  Fort  Pitt,  and  I was  impressed  very  early 
in  life  with  our  neglec  t of  historical  landmarks.  I he  historic  Port  Pitt 
blockhouse  was  there,  neglected  for  many  years-with  no  one  paying 
am  attention  to  it  and  youngsters  playing  in  and  out  of  it.  Finally 
an  old  lack,  seeing  nobody  living  there  and  having  no  particular  place 
to  live,  moved  in,  squatted,  and  lived  there.  She  opened  a candy  store 
in  this  historic  struc  ture.  But  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution,  this  incident  called  their  attention  to  the 
place.  They  came  in,  refurbished  it,  and  built  a house  for  a caretaker. 
Now  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  starting  under  my  predecessor,  Gov- 
ernor Edward  Martin,  has  preserved  that  blockhouse.  This  same  tiling 
has  been  clone  in  various  areas  throughout  the  State— Fort  I.igonier, 
the  home  of  Daniel  Boone,  the  Flagship  Niagara  at  Erie,  Drake  Well, 
and  so  many  other  historical  sites— that  I feel  that  from  here  on  in, 
these  historic  places  will  be  marked  so  that  people  can  see  them. 

When  I was  Governor  a great  many  very  competent  teachers  brought 
their  classes  to  see  the  Capitol.  It  is  a great  sight  to  see.  As  often  as 
I could  I had  them  come  in  the  governor’s  office.  In  that  office,  over 
the  wainscoting,  are  pictures  of  the  governors  of  the  State— and,  of 
course,  William  Penn  was  the  first.  William  Penn's  picture  shows  him 
in  armor,  so  I had  a trick  question  I would  ask  these  youngsters— I 
always  had  fun  with  them,  and  some  of  their  teachers  as  well.  I’d  say, 
“Who  is  that?”  “William  Penn!”  "What  was  his  religion?"  They'd 
say,  "Quaker.”  “How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  in  his  picture 
he’s  shown  in  armor?  He  must  be  a fighting  man.”  There  wasn’t  one 
in  a thousand  who  could  answer  the  question.  The  answer  to  it  was 
that  in  his  early  days  he  was  a warrior,  and  it  wasn’t  until  somewhat 
later  that  he  embraced  the  Quaker  religion.  Now  the  youngsters  can 
lie  brought  here  to  Harrisburg  to  see  the  memorabilia  of  William  Penn 
in  a fitting  monument  to  this  great  man. 

I’m  privileged  tonight  to  be  here.  It  brings  back  a lot  of  memories. 
And  it's  something  I’m  sure  we’ll  all  be  proud  of  for  many,  many  years 
to  come. 

Thank  you. 
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He  is,  in  the  words  of  Governor  Scranton,  who  introduced  him,  "as  much 
responsible  for  this  magnificent  building  as  any  one  person":  Governor 
Lawrence  as  he  speaks. 


Governor  Scranton:  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  have  a very  distin- 
guished and  a perfectly  delightful  guest  with  us.  She  is  Dr.  Rosalind 
Esme  Pole  Stuart,  who  is  the  de  jure  Proprietary  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
Folkestone,  England;  and  when  1 say  she  is  delightful,  I can  tell  you 
that  in  literally  a couple  of  days  she’s  won  the  hearts,  and  minds  too, 
of  everyone  she’s  met.  I just  wish  she  would  have  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  everybody  in  Pennsylvania.  We  are  thrilled  that  she's  our 
Proprietary;  and  may  I say  to  you  informally,  at  the  moment  we  are 
deeply  in  her  debt  because  Dr.  Stuart  has  brought  us  two  gifts  for  the 
museum,  and  I would  like  to  show  them  to  you.  One  of  them  is  a 
child’s  cap,  which  incidentally  was  embroidered,  using  a double  front 
with  tambour  stitch,  by  Elizabeth  Greenstreet  Waber  in  1825,  and  this 
she  is  giving  to  the  museum  in  memory  of  her  ancestor;  and  secondly— 
something  that  I have  even  more  difficulty  pronouncing— this  is  a , 
Scotch  mutch. 
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William  Penn  looks  down  upon  the  dedication  ceremonies  as  Governor 
Lawrence  speaks. 


Dr.  Stuart,  we’re  tremendously  grateful.  Would  you  like  to  say  a 
few  words?  She  speaks  even  more  lovely  than  she  looks! 

Miss  Sri  'art:  Thank  you  very  much,  ladies  and  gentlemen.  I really 
don’t  know  that  1 have  much  to  say  to  vou.  It's  a very  small  present 
I’ve  been  able  to  bring  you  in  exchange  for  the  very  great  pleasure  you 
have  given  me  in  allowing  me  to  come  and  be  present  at  this  most 
momentous  and  wonderful  occasion  in  honor  of  my  remote,  very  well- 
known,  and  1 am  sure  very  beloved  ancestor.  I think  it  is  very  kind 
of  you  to  let  me  come  at  all,  and  I hope  that  these  small  gifts  will  be 
some  slight  return  for  all  the  kindness  and  the  hospitality,  the  friendli- 
ness and  the  warmth  that  1 have  met  both  this  time  and  on  the  other 
occasion  when  I was  in  America. 

T hank  you  very  much,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

Governor  Scranton:  Dr.  Stevens,  these  [gifts]  are  yours. 
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The  Governor’s  Speech  of  Dedication 

Today,  and  tonight,  October  13,  1965,  we  honor  the  most  creative 
statesman  in  American  history  . . . William  Penn. 

It  is  now  almost  three  centuries  since  his  bold  vision  ot  a demon  atic 
government  with  religious  liberty  became  a reality. 

And  he  and  his  dream  . . . his  "Holy  Experiment”  . . . his  Pennsyl- 
vania, are  on  display  tonight  in  this  dedication  of  the  William  Penn 
Memorial  Museum  and  Archives  Building. 

The  founder  of  the  great  Commonwealth  was  a believer.  He  be- 
lieved in  God  . . . and  he  believed  in  man.  And  this  belief,  this  faith, 
was  to  be  a beacon  of  hope,  not  only  for  the  courageous  souls  who 
carved  out  civilization  from  the  wilderness,  but  as  a living  example 
for  all  nations  of  the  entire  world— an  example  which  declared  that 
free  men  of  good  conscience  could  live  together  in  harmony  and 
goodwill,  regardless  of  their  racial  or  national  origins.  And  this  was 
in  1681. 

The  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  and  Archives  Building  is  a 
monument  to  William  Penn’s  belief  in  human  dignity,  in  human 
courage,  and  in  faith. 

More  than  anything  else,  it  is  a monument  to  his  faith  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Here  will  be  housed  the  memory  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  a proud  and 
noble  heritage  which  we  memorialize  ...  a true  legacy  of  liberty. 

Now  we  are  convened  in  this  circular  chamber  of  history— while  out- 
side the  archival  tower  reaches  toward  the  heavens  with  its  collections 
of  the  words  and  deeds  of  our  Founding  Father  and  his  heroic  follow- 
ers. It  is  a great  moment  ...  a reverent  moment  ...  a solemn  moment. 
It  is  our  moment— for  all  Pennsylvanians  and  all  who  love  freedom— 
and  we  cherish  it. 

It’s  not  “hard  to  climb  a mountain  you’ve  worked  around  the  foot 
of”  all  of  your  life.  Climbing  them  or  raising  them,  the  experience  is 
similar.  And  this  mountainous  memorial  is  truly  the  culmination  of 
the  hopes  and  the  desires  of  many  men  throughout  our  entire  history. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin,  first  to  bear  the  title  of  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, who  urged  the  “erecting  of  a building  as  a repository  for 
all  public  records”— and  as  “a  matter  of  public  utility”;  to  Daniel 
Hastings,  who  proposed  such  an  idea  in  his  administration  (1895)  ; 
and  to  my  predecessor,  David  Lawrence,  who  witnessed  the  ground- 
breaking at  this  site;  these  and  other  governors  of  the  Commonwealth 
envisioned  this  day  with  all  its  meaning,  now  a reality  for  all  of  us— 
a reality  which  both  surrounds  us  and  towers  above  us. 
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In  his  dedication  address,  delivered  before  Janet  de  Coux'  statue  of 
William  Penn,  Governor  Scranton  presents  a stirring  tribute  to  the  Founder. 
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It  is  most  appropriate  that  this  celebration  should  come  at  the  silver 
anniversary  of  the  American  Association  for  State  and  Local  History 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  half-century  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission,  now  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 

Commission. 

Both  of  these  agencies  have  been  strong  supporters  of  the  sentiment 
expressed  by  William  C.  Sproul,  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Historical 
Commission,  and  later  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth. 

This  Quaker  governor  believed  that  history  for  our  people  should 
begin  at  home  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  Pennsylvanians  should  learn 
to  take  pride  in  their  State’s  part  in  the  creation  and  the  upbuilding 
of  this  our  Nation. 

“Know  thyself”  is  an  adage  but  most  apropos  still  today.  The  history 
of  these  United  States  is  the  combined  histories  of  fifty  states  and  once 

again  Penn’s  Province  leads  the  way. 

The  day  is  not  now  far  off  when  historians  across  this  broad  land 
cast  admiring  glances  toward  “Penn’s  Woods  and  say,  This  is  how 
it  should  be  done;  this  is  the  proper  vault  and  showcase  for  the 
chronicles  of  any  state.” 

Generations  of  students  will  come  to  this  shrine  of  William  Penn 


and  savor  the  rich  heritage  which  is  ours. 

This  is  no  longer  an  idle  dream  ...  no  fantasy. 

It  is  here  . . . and  now,  just  as  it  was  conjured  up  in  the  minds  of 
Thomas  Mifflin,  or  Daniel  Hastings,  or  William  Sproul,  or  Edward 
Martin,  or  David  Lawrence,  or  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens. 

Look  about  you  . . . look  about  you  at  the  Wyeth  paintings;  hearken 
to  the  sounds  of  the  Harrisburg  Symphony;  glance  at  the  annals  of 
what  our  founder  once  dreamed  of  as  “the  seed  of  a Nation.  I hen 
you,  too,  can  conceive  of  the  significance  of  this  moment  in  the  histoiy 
of  this  Commonwealth  and  this  Nation. 

The  continuum  which  is  history  quickly  bridges  the  gap  between 
this  generation  and  that  of  the  Proprietor.  Panoramas  of  our  past  will 
present  pictures  of  Valley  Forge,  the  Liberty  Bell,  the  Pennsylvania 
rifle,  Poor  Richard,  the  Letters  of  a Farmer,  and  Gettysburg,  just  to 


mention  a few. 

But  through  it  all,  glowing  like  an  eternal  flame,  will  shine  the  light 
of  William  Penn,  who  loved  his  fellow  man  and  walked  humbly  before 


his  God. 

The  architectural  modesty  of  the  museum  and  archives  is  in  keeping 
with  his  humility.  Yet,  at  the  same  time,  their  expansiveness  encom- 
passes the  breadth  of  his  extraordinary  vision. 
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A great  document  of  Pennsylvania  and  American  histoiy  begins  with 
the  words  "We  I lie  People,"  signifying  the  authority  and  the  primary 
resource  ol  a free  Nation.  This  dedication,  in  a sense,  commemorates 
those  who  have  brought  us  to  this  place  and  challenges  those  who  will 
carry  us  forward  from  it— the  people. 

It  has  been  said  that  you  can't  know  where  you’re  going  until  you 
find  out  where  vou  are.  Uul  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum 
and  the  Archives  building  will  tell  us  “who  and  where  we  are.’  I he 
future  depends  upon  us. 

Let  us  here  resolve,  all  of  us,  all  Pennsylvanians,  that  the  banner 
of  freedom,  first  planted  on  this  soil  In  the  Admiral's  son.  will  ever 
wave  over  Pennsylvania,  “the  birthplace  of  a Nation.”  and  the  Com- 
monwealth we  love. 

Thank  you  very  much. 

Chairman  S i i \ i nson:  Thank  you  verv  muc  h,  Governor  Scranton.  The 
program  will  conclude  as  follows:  First,  the  Harrisburg  Symphony  will 
pla\  the  overture,  “Consecration  of  the  House,"  by  Beethoven;  at  its 
conclusion,  prayer  of  dedication  will  be  given  In  Richmond  P.  Miller, 
Chairman  of  the  Friends  William  Penn  Committee,  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  Then  after  a slight 
pause  will  come  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner,”  and  then  we  want  you  all 
to  see  this  fine  museum. 

Thank  you. 

The  ensemble  then  played  “ The  Consecration  of  the  House.” 

Richmond  P.  Miu.fr:  Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  mankind,  Creator  of 
all  things  good  and  true  and  beautiful,  Architect  of  the  Universe, 
Master  of  all  men  and  women  of  good  will  who  dwell  herein,  we  do 
pray  and  hope  that  this  memorial  has  been  built  with  the  clear  ad- 
monition of  the  Psalmist,  who  wrote  “except  the  Lord  build  the  house, 
they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it,"  and  vain  is  the  builder's  toil  if  the 
house  is  not  the  Lord’s  building;  "vainly  the  guard  keeps  the  watch, 
if  the  Commonwealth  has  not  the  Lord  for  its  guardian.”  May  this 
house,  this  statue,  this  museum,  these  archives  ever  recall  to  us  the 
ideas  of  him  for  whom  we  now  consecrate  it. 

May  we  never  forget  the  name  of  Governor  Penn,  founder  of  this 
Commonwealth,  wise  originator  of  the  Hoh  Experiment  in  govern- 
ment. He  prayed  to  God  for  us  that  we  might  "stand  firm  in  the  day 
of  trial,  that  we  might  be  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  our  children  saved 
by  1 h\  power.  So  may  we  this  evening  as  we  assemble  in  our  new 
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building,  in  long-awaited  joy  and  humble  thanksgiving,  dedicate  our- 
selves to  the  high  principles  upon  which  Pennsylvania  was  first  estab- 
lished 283  years  ago. 

As  we  look  again  upon  the  symbolic  majesty  of  him  for  whom  this 
museum  and  storehouse  have  been  fondly  named,  guide  I hou  our 
footsteps  that  we  follow  in  his  pathways,  and  here  highly  resolve  that 
his  life  was  neither  created  nor  lived  in  vain. 

May  the  Lord  bless  us  and  keep  us,  may  He  make  His  face  to  shine 
upon  us,  and  be  gracious  unto  us.  May  the  Lord  lift  up  His  counte- 
nance upon  us  and  give  us  peace  and  good  will,  courage  and  wisdom 
this  evening  and  for  evermore. 

The  ceremonies  closed  with  the  playing  of  the  National  Anthem. 


Left  to  right,  Miss  Rosalind  Esme  Pole  Stuart,  Dr.  Roy  F.  Nichols,  Harrisburg 
Mayor  William  K.  McBride,  and  Dr.  S.  K.  Stevens. 
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